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Julian Fantino, Famèe Furlane Toronto President with 
Adriano Luci, President Ente Friuli nel Mondo, 

Joe Toso, President Fogolârs Federation of Canada and
Sdrindule, at the 60th  Anniversary Celebrations of the 
Famèe Furlane of Vancouver, October 13, 2018.2

Raising a new Canadian 
flag in Venzone at the site 
of the monument in honour 
of Captain Ron McBride of 
the Canadian military who 
was killed, May 26, 1976 
while deployed to provide while deployed to provide 
assistance following the 
devastating Friuli 
earthquake.



The 2017/18 FFWA calendar year can be summed up with just one word – 
exciting! While the focus as always remains supportive of the Friulian culture,
it was without a doubt a productive event filled year that entertained and
informed. Highlights this past year, were sprinkled with enjoying a delightful 
hands-on culinary adventure in Friulan cuisine, learning about the challenges
facing those living with Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, tasting life with 
MotherMother Theresa through the eyes of one of her own and delving into the world 
of the child sex trade via book author Rose Catalano. Plays at both Famous 
People Players Theatre and the Shaw Festival were enjoyed, bowling skills 
were tested and while Casino “runs” do not always end on a high; fun 
nevertheless is had in good company. The ladies travelled through Italy, 
exploring Carnevale traditions and International Women’s Day provided a 
variety of insights into women’s life in the world of politics. The ladies wrote 
and produced a Christmas play and hosted a wildly successful kids craft table and produced a Christmas play and hosted a wildly successful kids craft table 
all the while providing ongoing support to the Famèe Furlane. An exciting new 
meeting component, “Notable Friulans”, delving into the accomplishments 
high profile Friulans is proving to be most enlightening. The season came to 
a close in June with a fun social gathering hosted to celebrate the 
membership’s tireless support throughout the year, the forging of new 
friendships and team building, a vital element of all organizations.   

“The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go” – Dr. Seuss
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After a summer hiatus, the Auxiliary is once again looking forward to an 
exceptional year ahead, with plans well underway to continue with new and 
interesting projects. The 2018/19 season was kicked off at its September 
meeting with an informative and entertaining session on how to put your 
garden to bed for winter. Guest speaker Maria Quinto shared her lifelong 
passion for gardening, offering a variety of hints and tips on the proper 
winterizing including tucking in perennials, shrubberwinterizing including tucking in perennials, shrubbery, evergreens and the 
much loved rose bush. The evening’s topic added to this group’s evergrowing 
list of noteworthy and stimulating guest speakers. At the October meeting 
members will be learning about Estates and the responsibilities of attaching 
Estate Executors. This vibrant group continues to meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month with new members always welcome. 



On these pages we remember the great moments in the 
lives of our members. We celebrate the gift of life, love, 
marriage and, yes, even death. The poem below was 
submitted by Vicky Guerra on behalf of her friend Lorena 
who writes about her father. It’s a beautiful poem and one 
many of us lucky enough to have a pari Furlan can 
relate to.  relate to.  
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Mandi! Vanessa Lovisa
President, 20-Somethings



family and friends. Meni also spent time as secretary of 
the Fogolâr Federation , as well as being a long time 
member of Eta D’Oro. He believed in always making the 
Famèe a better place and trying to bring in younger 
people to keep the Furlan traditions going for generations.
He will be forever remembered be for all of his amazing
work and will always remain in our hearts.work and will always remain in our hearts.

In this issue we remember three lifetime members of the 
Famèe Furlane who were very special and active in the 
life of the Famèe until the  end of their days.
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Famèe Furlane member, and VLG 
Board Chair Andrew Iacobelli and 
his wife Alexandria are thrilled to 
welcome Benedict Francis to the 
world!
While getting ready for the 2nd 
annual Pasta & Paisans in 
support of VLG, little Ben decided 
that there would be no comedy 
night without him!  He was born 
that same night with several 

family members heading straight to the hospital from the Famèe, 
much to the delight of the whole family.  Ben is Andrew and 
Alexandria’s first child, and they feel truly blessed to have him in 
their lives.

As Elize says, “He is a happy and healthy baby boy and mom 
and dad are very happy.”

John Deotto, Treasurer of the
Famèe Furlane, and wife Sue 
were overjoyed to become nonni 
for the first time when daughter 
Stephanie gave birth in August.

Nonno John wrote, “Noa Grace 
Colacci came a little earlColacci came a little early. She 
heard we had some parties lately 
and felt she was missing out, so
she popped early.”

She arrived August 30th at 4:07pm weighing 8 lbs. Mom and dad 
are all doing fine. And the proud Nonni are ecstatic!

Our wonderful Famèe Furlane 
Office Manager Cassandra 
Mammoliti and Joe Pianto 
were married on September 
first. We all wish Cassandra 
and Joe every blessing and 
happiness in their new life happiness in their new life 
together. 

Congratulations and tanti auguri 
to Vanessa Lovisa, long-time
president of the 20-Somethings, 
and Michael Gambin on tying 
the knot on September 22  and 
bringing the whole party to our 
own Famèe Furlane Friuli Hall. own Famèe Furlane Friuli Hall. 

nd

Cassandra & Joe Pianto

Vanessa & Michael Gambin

Giancarlo Marino Ceschia Baltazar

Benedict Francis Iacobelli

Noa Grace Colacci
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Silvana & Gino Cilio
Congratulations to Silvana 
and Gino Cilio who celebrated 
their 64th Wedding 
Anniversary on July 24, 2018. 
What an amazing 
accomplishment these two 
have achieved. It is truly have achieved. It is truly 
marvelous to see a couple 
who has been together for so 

 
long. We wish you a Happy Anniversary and manymore happy 
years together with each other and your loving family.



A Message From Our Chair
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We started our tour with a Sicilian themed launch party 
where we enjoyed music and traditional Sicilian granita. 
In the afternoon residents had the opportunity to make 
and taste their very own Sicilian cannolis.

On Wednesday we travelled to the region of Napoli 
where each floor participated in traditional card games 
in the morning and had the opportunity to make and 
enjoy personal pizzas in the afternoon. Thanks to 
Rich’s Food for donating their time and ingredients to 
make this program a success!

On Thursday we celebrated the region of Calabria with 
a surprise treat cart for all of the floors and a Calabrian
-themed celebration in our front courtyard. Residents 
enjoyed Calabrian music and traditional antipasto 
platters. 
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Every January the VLG recreation department comes together to review the department goals and objectives for the 
upcoming year. We are always striving to develop new, innovative programs to improve the quality of life for the 
residents. In January of 2018, each Recreation Therapy Assistant (RTA) was challenged with the task of developing, 
planning and implementing a brand new ongoing program of their choice. Two of the programs that we started this 
year are Heritage Baking and Bocce.

This wonderful program allows residents to continue their passion for baking as well as reminisce and share their 
recipes with each other. It gives residents an amazing sense of pride to know that their family recipes are being 
enjoyed by others.

The Bocce program was developed and implemented by RTA Maria Stirpe. It is an ongoing men’s program which 
promotes physical activity and comradery amongst VLGs male residents. Twice a month a group of male residents get 
together and head over to the Friuli Terrace bocce courts to play a few rounds of bocce. The residents live on one of 
six floors and otherwise may not have the opportunity to get to know each other. This program gives male residents a 
chance to make connections and develop friendships through sport. In November, the group will have the opportunity 
to participate in a year-end Bocce tournament and a winner will be crowned. A special thanks to the Friuli Terrace for 
allowing our residents to use their indoor bocce courts.allowing our residents to use their indoor bocce courts.
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On April 29, approximately 200 women and children dressed in
their finest and most whimsical hats celebrated the first annual
Butterfly tea in support of Villa Leonardo Gambin Long-Term
Care. This beautiful event raised over $10,000 for our Better
Beds Fundraising Campaign. We would like to thank our Lead
Sponsor Sienna Senior Living, Guest Speaker Sponsor Active
Green + Ross, Platinum SponsorGreen + Ross, Platinum Sponsor Tridel, Diamond Sponsor
Avenue Building, Pearl Sponsor Red Tag.ca and the many
individuals who attended.

The décor was exquisite with beautifully dressed tables in pastel
coloured linens with an eclectic variety of tea cups, plates, tier
stands and teapots. Flowers were placed on each table to
celebrate the spring season. Guests were treated to a variety of
teas, gourmet finger snadwiches, homemade scones and 
delectable desserts.

Following the treats two special guests arrived. Princess Belle 
joined us and whisked the children away for storytime and 
games. While the adults stayed behind and listened to an
informative presentation from health and wellness expert 
Margaret Wallis-Duffy. 

This event would not have been made possible without the hard
work and dedication of the Butterfly Tea Committee; Oretta 
Avoledo, Rose Chiodo, Cinzia Del Zotto, Liviana Fantino, Marisa
Francescut, Linda Patullo, Ivana Pontisso, Christina Vecchiarelli
and Melissa Zamparo. Thank you Ladies!

On June 2nd the Villa Leonardo Gambine Charity held its 2nd
Annual Pasta & Paisans Comedy Fundraiser at the newly 
renovated Famèe Furlane Toronto. The evening was lead by the 
extraordinary Giuseppe the MC. The evenings entertainment 
continued with the comedy stylings of Mike Rita, Martha Chaves 
and the incredibly funny and talented Gerry Dee.

“We are thankful to all the people who came out in support of our
newest fundraiser which raises money for the Chairty’s Better
Beds Fundraising Campaign. At Villa Leonardo Gambin we 
believe in celebrating life and we thought it would be great to have 
a fundraising event that is affordable and brings people together 
for a night of laughter,” says Cinzia Del Zotto, Executive Director.

The evening would not have been possible if it were not for our
Lead Sponsor Sienna Senior Living, our Entertainment Sponsor
GeriatRx, Pasta & Paisans Sponsors LiUNA Local 183 and 
G. Marcocchio, our Sound & Lighting Sponsor Soundscape Visual
and Logistics, our Pasta Sponsor Numage Trading Ltd., our Media
Sponsors Dolce Media and Snap’d Vaughan and the many others
who attended our event and whose donations helped make thiswho attended our event and whose donations helped make this
event such a sucess.  
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Anyone who knows Armand Scaini knows how proud he is to 
be a graduate of St.Michael’s College.

On May 30 of this year, Armand was given The Order of St. 
Michael by his beloved alma Mater. Here’s what they had to say
about our own legendary Furlan: “The Order of St. Michael is 
the highest honour that St. Michael's College School can bestow 
on a member of its community. It is awarded to individuals who 
embody the Basilian Fathers' motto "Teach Me Goodness, 
Discipline, and Knowledge," through their contribution to the Discipline, and Knowledge," through their contribution to the 
spiritual, academic, or material welfare of the school and the 
greater community. The members of the Order serve as models 
for our students and for all of society.” 

In their program they told Armand’s story and why he was such a worthy recipient of this 
prestigious award:

As one of the pillars of the Famèe Furlane as well as a member of the board of the Friuli Terrace, on behalf of all our campus, we
offer Armand hearty congratulations on this well-deserved honour.
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December 31, 2018.

Dopo un estate, si puo dire tropicale, si aviciniamo di 
nuovo al nostro bel autunno Canadese. Ogni anno che 
passa nel nostro gruppo si nota differenza nel numero 
dei membri. Pochi anni fa eravamo pui numerosi.  
Purtroppo avanziamo di età e diventiamo più fragili. 
Ogni Mercoledi quando arriviamo al Club apriamo il 
cuore e ci permettiamo di godere più possibile il nostro cuore e ci permettiamo di godere più possibile il nostro 
giorno insieme. Le donne partecipano nel gioco di 
Bingo nel salone principale e gli uomini le carte nella 
saletta. Durante l’intermezzo un buon caffè o te con 
biscottini è servito delle consigliere che sono 
disponibile e dedicate a servire anche a tavola se è 
bisogno. Il viaggio programmato per il mese di Giugno 
al Casino Rama non è stato fatto per mancanza di al Casino Rama non è stato fatto per mancanza di 
partecipanti. Anche quest’anno il comitato ha 
organizato un gradevole Picnic sempre al Veneto 
Centre nel mese di Luglio. I membri erano numerosi 
ed è stata per tutti una giornata meravigliosa con buon 
cibo Friulano. Tutti sono divertiti col gioco di tombola e 
chi preferiva la gara di briscola con premi. Speriamo 
un buon futuro per il Club ed il nostro gruppo e un buon futuro per il Club ed il nostro gruppo e 
andiamo avanti con coraggio e con un spirito positivo.
A nome del Comitato e di tutti i membri del Gruppo 
Età D’Oro tantissimi saluti e auguri a tutti 

i Friulani in Canada.



On June 20th, the sun shined bright upon us at the 48th 
Annual Famèe Furlane Toronto Golf Classic. The golfers 
enjoyed a BBQ lunch at the beautifully renovated Carrying 
Place Golf and Country Club before they hit the greens. 
Once on the course, they also enjoyed a variety of food 
stations and ice-cold beer. An Italian inspired dinner 
followed at the Famèe Furlane Banquet Hall in followed at the Famèe Furlane Banquet Hall in Woodbridge 
and prizes were handed out for the many hole activities. 
Congratulations to all the winners! 

Thank you to our Committee Members, Italo DiBonaventura, Oretta Avoledo, Giovanna De Rosa, Camillo 
DiBonaventura, Cinzia Del Zotto, Mara Mian, Mara Querin and Alida Re for their tireless dedication and efforts in 
planning such an exciting event. Also, we would like to thank our wonderful and hardworking volunteers, Silvano 
Avoledo, Rosanna Canella, Mary Francescutti, Daniela Gridel, Solveiga Karklins, Rosemary Maraldo, Lori Mascherin, 
Renata Morassut, Ivana Pontisso and Renza Ricetto who helped to make the day memorable.

What an evening it was! Cocktails, fine dinning and terrific entertainment provided by Ascension Groove coupled with 
an exuberant fun loving crowd, the 2018 Friulicious was a great success! To all who attended, thank you for your 
support in helping us celebrate our Friulanitat while supporting the Famèe Furlane Toronto community. The generous 
support of our sponsors and donors is greatly appreciated. On behalf of the Famèe Furlane Toronto Board and its 
entire membership, heartfelt thanks and appreciation are extended to all who participated in the 2018 Friulicious. 
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We are grateful to all our participants and the many in-kind donors that helped make the event a success. The money 
raised from the 48th Annual Famèe Furlane Toronto Golf Classic will be gifted to the Friuli Campus Charities, Humber 
River Regional Hospital and other local Charities.
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